
What is a stage engineer?

Within the theatre the role of a stage engineer is to provide 
engineering support for the rehearsal and performance schedule. 
This engineering support may include: welding (Mig, Tig and 
Arc), fabricating, hydraulics and pneumatics, special effects, 
rigging and mechanical engineering.

Purpose of the apprenticeship

To learn the skills required to carry out stage engineering 
work and to understand the role of stage engineers within the 
performing arts industry.

What is involved?

You will be based in the Stage Engineering Department of 
the ROH, Covent Garden. You will learn the skills to provide a 
consistent, safe and reliable engineering service to the Technical 
Department, including the main stage, Linbury Theatre and other 
performance spaces.

Your time will be split between time spent at the ROH’s 
engineering workshop and Uxbridge College where the you will 
study over three years for a Level 3 Advanced Apprenticeship in 
Mechanical Engineering.

•	 You will have the opportunity to spend time in the stage 
engineering department of other venues in the final year of 
the apprenticeship.

•	 Work is usually carried out in Covent Garden, but may be 
required at other venues.

•	 The working week will be 40 hours, including one/two day(s) 
at college and will include some weekends or evenings.

•	 The apprentice will be supported throughout the 
apprenticeship by a college tutor, ROH engineering staff and 
the Apprenticeships Team.

Role / Title: 
Stage Engineering Apprentice

Reports to: 
Apprenticeships Officer

Line managed by: 
(daily basis) 
Systems Engineering Manager
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Who will you be working with?

You will work alongside a variety of people and departments throughout the apprenticeship, 
but you will work most often with the following teams.

• Stage engineers

• Build team

• Show project teams

• Stage technicians

• Building engineers

What will you do in the workplace during the apprenticeship?

• Put all the skills learnt at college into practice in a workshop environment.

• Assist in the general activities of the Stage Engineering Department including:

 - Making and repairing of show items in the workshop

 - Repairing sets in rehearsals or on stage

 - Dealing with mechanical breakdowns of scenery

 - Fitting bespoke pieces to sets

 - Setting up engineering aspects of sets for rehearsals and performances

 - Fault fi nding 

 - Routine maintenance of show-related equipment/items and workshop machines

• Keep up to date with new and improved stage engineering techniques or ways of working.

• Have a positive and responsible attitude to health and safety.

• Maintain high standards of operation and a safe and tidy work area, carrying out machine 
maintenance and cleaning as directed.

• Participate in training as necessary.

• Carry out any other reasonable duties as requested by the Systems Engineering Manager or 
Apprenticeships Offi  cer.

• Attend regular meetings with line managers and the Apprenticeships Offi  cer to review 
progress. 

• Submit learning logs and diaries to the Apprenticeships Offi  cer.



We are able to offer this exciting opportunity thanks to the generous support of John Lyon’s 
Charity.  Due to the funding requirements of John Lyon’s Charity you must be living or have lived 
in any of the following boroughs for the past two years: 

Barnet, Brent, Camden, Ealing, Kensington and Chelsea, Hammersmith and Fulham, Harrow, the 
City of London and the City of Westminster. 

•	 Due to the funding requirements of John Lyons Charity you must be aged between 18 years 
and 25 years old on 3rd September 2018.

•	 You must not have completed a degree or equivalent level qualification in the UK or elsewhere.

•	 You must have work authorisation for the UK.

•	 You must have English and Maths GCSEs at Grade C or above, plus ideally ICT.

What are we looking for in a Stage Engineering Apprentice?
•	 An interest or experience in metalwork or engineering for instance from school/college studies 

or as a hobby.

•	 An ability and enjoyment of working with your hands using various materials.

•	 A practical approach to problem solving.

•	 Good at working in a team.

•	 Good communication skills.

•	 A helpful, positive and proactive approach and attitude.

•	 Punctual.

•	 Respectful and receptive approach to all health and safety requirements.

•	 Self-motivated to acquire new skills and knowledge.

•	 Physically capable of undertaking the requirements of the job including good spatial awareness. 
Reasonable adjustments will be considered as part of your application.

Note: 
This Job Description reflects the current situation. It does not preclude change or development that  
might be required in the future.
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